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Abstract

Tests or questions that use ACTFL standards at level Novice is one way to find
out Arabic language learning standards and students' ability standards, especially
writing skills tests. ACTFL standardization at the Novice level consists of 3 levels,
namely Novice High, Novice Mid, and Novice Low. The research uses a
qualitative method through a literature study by studying the Skills Guide book
American Council on The Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL) and other
literature such as articles and books. Based on the results of the analysis carried
out in this research, there are 20 tests or questions according to ACTFL
standardization at the level Novice that is 20% of the questions of difficulty level
or Novice High, 50% of the questions are medium level or Novice Mid, and 30%
easy level questions or Novice Low.
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A. Introduction

Writing skills have two meanings, namely the ability to express in writing and the ability
to describe something with language concepts that are clear and understood by the reader (Zaid,
Bahroni, & Sari, 2019). Writing skills are one of the Arabic language skills taught in all
educational institutions in Indonesia, from kindergartens to Universities (M., 2022). The
writing skills taught have a specific aim, namely so that students can write Arabic and improve
it over time according to their level of ability (Nufus, H., 2019), and this can be achieved if
training is carried out continuously (Zaid, 2017). Not only that, writing skills are also the most
important Arabic language skills because writing is the standard for success in learning Arabic

and the greatest proof of the urgency and superiority of language as a communication tool (Zaid,
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Maha, Fikriyah, Mahmudi, & Zalzuli, t.t.).

Standards for success in learning Arabic can be achieved in various ways, one of which
is through tests given to students. This is in line with Muhammad Habib Thaha's opinion in
Moh's article. Ismail and Aufa Alfian Musthafa that the tests given to students are a standard
for success in learning Arabic and to determine students' abilities (Ismail & Musthafa, 2018).
This opinion is also agreed with by [hwan Mahmudi and Riska Hanan Nurahmabh that tests are
a measure of a person's knowledge and abilities in their field (Mahmudi & Nurahmah, 2023),
one of them is an Arabic writing skills test. However, in the Arabic writing skills tests,
numerous challenges are encountered by both teachers and students, including issues related to
spelling or imla (Maharani, Fatkhurrahman, Astina, & Faida, 2022) and errors in grammar,

encompassing both syntax (nahwu) and morphology (shorf) (Soleckah, Putra, & Salma, 2023).

Talking about the Arabic writing skills test and its aim to improve students' writing skills
(Rusli dkk., 2024), of course the writing skills test given to students is adjusted to their level of
ability so that the goal can be achieved well and perfectly. In this case, the researcher specified
a writing skills test at the beginner level (Novice) using standardization American Council On
The Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL). There are three levels of beginner level writing
skills from the ACTFL perspective, namely low beginner level, medium beginner level and

high beginner level (PEDOMAN KEMAHIRAN 2012 © ACTFL, INC., 2012).

Based on the Arabic writing skills test for beginners or Novice According to ACTFL
standards, preparation and readiness is also needed in designing tests so that the tests given to
students are in accordance with their level of ability, namely by paying attention to test validity,

test reliability, level of difficulty and different strengths (Ainin, 2016).

However, there are quite a few Arabic writing skills tests given to students that are not
in accordance with their level of ability and do not pay attention to the 4 components in making
the test, namely test validity, test validity, test reliability, level of difficulty and different

strengths, so that students become confused in doing it.

In this research, researchers present solutions in designing Arabic writing skills tests,
especially for beginners or Novice by using ACTFL standardization and still paying attention
to the process of test validity, test reliability, level of difficulty and different strengths, so that

the objectives of learning Arabic in writing skills can be achieved properly and correctly.
B. Method

The method used in this research is a qualitative type through literature study, namely
focusing on a number of references in the form of writings (books, articles, journals, etc.) which

are then used as reference sources for the writings compiled (Sugiyono, 2019). The literature
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study in this research was by reviewing the Skills Guide book American Council On The
Teaching Of Foreign Languages (ACTFL) and other literature such as articles and books related
to Arabic writing skills tests for high-level beginners.

Data collection was carried out by reviewing documents from the Guidebook of the
American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL) and various related
literature on Arabic language testing. Based on the indicators outlined in the guidebook, the
researcher then developed test items for Arabic language assessment.

Data analysis was conducted by evaluating the validity of the test items that were
developed. The validation process included theoretical validity, carried out by experts who
examined the language, rules (gawaid), and test content, aligning them with the indicators for

each proficiency level.

C. Result and Discussion

Tests are systematic procedures created in the form of standardized tasks and given to
individuals or groups to be done, answered, or responded to, either in written, verbal or action
form (Ramadhan, Siroj, & Afgani, 2024). his was also conveyed by Azwar that the test is a
systematic procedure, namely that the items in the test are arranged according to certain
methods and rules (Azwar, t.t.). This was also agreed by Silverius in an article written by
Zulkifli that a test is a systematic procedure for observing and assessing one or more
characteristics of a person using a numerical scale or category system (Matondang,
2009). Thwan Mahmudi and Ayu Mur Baha expressed the opinion in their work that tests are
one method of evaluation that is commonly carried out in most societies (Mahmudi & Baha,
2023). Ihwan Mahmudi also added his opinion that tests are also used to find out how proficient
students are in using correct grammar and vocabulary in a communication context, then proceed
with correcting deficiencies and providing evaluations (Mahmudi, Samiyah, & Khoiriyah,

2023).

The test can be said to be good if it is in accordance with the ability level of IThwan
Mahmudi and Iffatunnisail Badriyah students (Mahmudi & Badriyah, t.t.) and it has been said
to be valid. Validity comes from the word validity which means the extent to which the accuracy
and accuracy of a measuring instrument (test) in carrying out its measuring function (Ramadhan
dkk., 2024). Azwar also expressed his opinion in an article written by Andi Maulana that
validity is a measure that shows that the variable being measured is truly a variable (Maulana,

2022).

Talking about tests or questions given to students with test validity alone is not enough,

but test reliability is necessary. Notoatmodjo said that reliability is an index that shows the
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extent to which a measuring instrument can be trusted or relied upon using the same measuring
instrument (Sugiono, Noerdjannah, & Wahyu, 2020). This is in accordance with the opinion of
Anastasi and Urbina in an article written by Prasetyo Budi Widodo who said that reliability is
an understanding of the ability of a measuring instrument to be trustworthy and become a basis

for decision making (Widodo, 2006).

Based on tests or question items that meet valid and reliable components, researchers
present tests or question items that are adapted to the students' level of writing ability using

ACTFL standards. The ACTFL standardization can be seen through the following chart:

" E@ACTFL

—

> SUPERIOR

- » ADVANCED HIGH

ADVANCED MID

= e ,ADVANCED LOW

T INTERMEDIATE HIGH
= INTERMEDIATE MID

i *INTERMEDIATE LOW

*NOVICE HIGH
7" " NOVICE MID
NOVICE LOW

From the chart above, there are levels of ability using ACTFL standards referring to
standards Novice. Novice divided into three levels, namely Novice High (high beginner level),
Novice Mid (intermediate beginner level), and Novice Low (low beginner level). As for Novice
High (high beginner level) is a basic and limited writing skill carried out by students using lists,
short messages, postcards and simple notes, that is, students are able to express themselves in
the context of the language they have learned, relying on most of the material they have learned.
High level beginners at the ACTFL standard are also not always about writing sentences
because the vocabulary or grammar is inadequate and can only be understood by students who
are not native speakers (PEDOMAN KEMAHIRAN 2012 © ACTFL, INC., 2012). Then Novice Mid
(intermediate beginner level) is the result of the production from memory of a small number of
words and expressions in context to provide limited information in simple forms and
documents, as well as basic biographical information such as names, numbers, and nationalities
(PEDOMAN KEMAHIRAN 2012 © ACTFL, INC., 2012), Followed by Novice Low (low beginner level)
namely students are able to copy or note down known words or expressions, form letters in an

alphabetic system, and copy or produce isolated basic strokes in a language that uses a list of
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syllables or characters (PEDOMAN KEMAHIRAN 2012 © ACTFL, INC., 2012). Thus, it can be
concluded that Novice in ACTFL standardization it is one of the references in designing Arabic
writing skills tests for beginners.

The research results are in the form of test designs or Arabic writing skills questions
that will be given to students referring to the ACTFL standardization at the Novice, namely 20
test items or exam questions that are adjusted to the student's level of ability and have fulfilled
the important components in making tests or questions, namely valid, reliable, level of difficulty
and different power (Rezi & Aulia, 2020).

There are 20 tests or questions that will be given to students based on ACTFL standards
at the level Novice with details of 20% high level questions or Novice High (4 questions), 50%
of the questions are intermediate level or Novice Mid (10 questions), and 30% low level

questions or Novice Low (6 questions). The form of the test or questions is as follows:
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Based on the table presented above, it can be concluded that the development of Arabic
language test items for each proficiency level must align with the specific indicators for that
level. This alignment ensures the validity of the test items used as a tool to measure Arabic

language proficiency at the beginner level.

D. Conclusion

Tests or questions are one way to find out the standards of success in learning Arabic
and the standards of students' abilities. Tests or questions can be designed with various
standards or perspectives, one of which is using standardization American Council on The
Teaching Of Foreign Languages (ACTFL), where ACTFL standardization is one way to
determine the suitability of tests or questions that are appropriate to the level of students' writing
skills, especially writing skills tests at beginner or beginner levels. Novice. The ACTFL
standardization at the level Novice consists of 3 levels, namely Novice High (high beginner
level), Novice Mid (intermediate beginner level), and Novice Low (low beginner level). Based
on the results of the analysis carried out in this research, there are 20 tests or questions according
to ACTFL standardization at the level Novice that is 20% of high-level questions or Novice
High (4 questions), 50% of the questions are intermediate level or Novice Mid (10 questions),

and 30% low level questions or Novice Low (6 questions).
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